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havens for cybercriminals: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate 
that the President should immediately 
launch international negotiations with the 
governments of the world’s leading powers 
for new, effective extradition treaties with 
countries with which the United States has 
no current extradition authority, as well as 
renegotiate old, ineffective treaties, in order 
to combat more effectively international 
cybercriminals, including those who target 
the credit card information of United States 
citizens. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 564—HON-
ORING CONSERVATION ON THE 
CENTENNIAL OF THE PAS-
SENGER PIGEON EXTINCTION 

Mr. BROWN (for himself and Mr. 
PORTMAN) submitted the following res-
olution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works: 

S. RES. 564 

Whereas the Senate recognizes the impor-
tance of conserving natural habitats for bird 
populations and preserving the Nation’s bio-
diversity; 

Whereas the death of Martha, the last pas-
senger pigeon, on September 1, 1914, at the 
Cincinnati Zoo, and the extinction of the 
passenger pigeon helped to catalyze the 
American conservation movement of the 
early 20th century, resulting in new laws and 
practices that prevented the extinction of 
many species; 

Whereas the story of the passenger pigeon 
can serve as a cautionary tale and raise 
awareness of current issues related to 
human-caused extinction, explore connec-
tions between humans and the natural world, 
and inspire people to build sustainable rela-
tionships with other species; 

Whereas the passenger pigeon (Ectopistes 
migratorius) was once the most abundant 
bird in North America, with a population ex-
ceeding 3,000,000,000 and with flocks so large 
that they could darken the skies for hours 
and even days at a time; 

Whereas due to unregulated market hunt-
ing in the 19th century and deforestation, 
the passenger pigeon population plummeted 
toward extinction; 

Whereas Project Passenger Pigeon, a con-
sortium of over 150 institutions, scientists, 
conservationists, educators, artists, musi-
cians, filmmakers, and others throughout 
the Nation, is using the centenary of the ex-
tinction of the species to tell the story of the 
passenger pigeon; and 

Whereas the story of the passenger pigeon, 
once a symbol of never-ending natural abun-
dance, and its subsequent extinction is 
unique in the annals of the history of the 
United States: 

Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate commemorates 
the importance of this centenary, our nat-
ural heritage, the sustainability of our eco-
system, and the conservation of our Nation’s 
wildlife. 

SENATE RESOLUTION 565—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE THAT THE PRESIDENT 
AND THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
SHOULD ENSURE THAT THE CA-
NADIAN GOVERNMENT DOES NOT 
PERMANENTLY STORE NUCLEAR 
WASTE IN THE GREAT LAKES 
BASIN 
Mr. LEVIN (for himself, Mr. KIRK, 

Ms. STABENOW, and Ms. BALDWIN) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations: 

S. RES. 565 
Whereas the water resources of the Great 

Lakes Basin are precious public natural re-
sources, shared by the Great Lakes States 
and the Canadian Provinces; 

Whereas since 1909, the United States and 
Canada have worked to maintain and im-
prove the water quality of the Great Lakes 
through water quality agreements; 

Whereas more than 40,000,000 people in 
Canada and the United States depend on the 
fresh water from the Great Lakes for drink-
ing water; 

Whereas Ontario Power Generation is pro-
posing to build a permanent geological re-
pository for nuclear waste less than one mile 
from Lake Huron in Kincardine, Ontario, 
Canada; 

Whereas nuclear waste is highly toxic and 
can take tens of thousands of years to de-
compose to safe levels; 

Whereas during the 1980s when the Depart-
ment of Energy, in accordance with the Nu-
clear Waste Policy Act of 1982 (42 U.S.C. 10101 
et seq.), was studying potential sites for a 
permanent nuclear waste repository in the 
United States, the Canadian Government ex-
pressed concern with locating a permanent 
nuclear waste repository within the shared 
water basins of the 2 countries; and 

Whereas a spill of nuclear waste into the 
Great Lakes could have lasting and severely 
adverse environmental, health, and eco-
nomic impacts on the Great Lakes and the 
people that depend on them for their liveli-
hood: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Sen-
ate— 

(1) the Canadian Government should not 
allow a permanent nuclear waste repository 
to be built within the Great Lakes Basin; 

(2) the President and the Secretary of 
State should take appropriate action to 
work with the Canadian Government to pre-
vent a permanent nuclear waste repository 
from being built within the Great Lakes 
Basin; and 

(3) the President and the Secretary of 
State should work together with their Cana-
dian Government counterparts on a safe and 
responsible solution for the long-term stor-
age of nuclear waste. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 566—CELE-
BRATING THE 125TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE STATE OF SOUTH 
DAKOTA 
Mr. THUNE (for himself and Mr. 

JOHNSON of South Dakota) submitted 
the following resolution; which was 
considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 566 

Whereas South Dakota joined the Union as 
a State on November 2, 1889; 

Whereas South Dakota serves as a bread-
basket for the United States and the world; 

Whereas the agriculture industry in South 
Dakota produces a $25,600,000,000 economic 
impact each year; 

Whereas South Dakota is among the top 10 
producers in the United States of 9 different 
crops; 

Whereas South Dakota is among the top 10 
producers in the United States in 5 different 
animal production areas; 

Whereas South Dakota is a land of oppor-
tunity and free enterprise; 

Whereas South Dakota consistently has 
one of the lowest unemployment rates in the 
United States; 

Whereas South Dakota has an outstanding 
system of education at every level, teaching 
students to become leaders and innovators in 
a variety of fields; 

Whereas South Dakotans have gone on to 
serve proudly and in disproportionately high 
numbers in the United States Armed Forces; 

Whereas the USS South Dakota was com-
missioned in 1942 and valiantly served in the 
Pacific during World War II; 

Whereas South Dakota is honored to be 
home to 9 Native American tribes; 

Whereas South Dakota boasts the highest 
mountains between the Appalachians and 
the Rockies; 

Whereas South Dakota supports environ-
mental conservation as home to 6 National 
parks; 

Whereas people from all over the United 
States travel to South Dakota every year to 
participate in an annual tradition of pheas-
ant hunting that has spurred tourism and 
economic growth and has maintained a her-
itage important to South Dakotans for gen-
erations; and 

Whereas South Dakota came to symbolize 
the commitment of the United States to 
freedom and democracy by way of the world- 
famous Mount Rushmore: Now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That the Senate commends and 
celebrates South Dakota and its people on 
the State’s 125th anniversary. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 567—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE REGARDING THE POS-
SIBLE EASING OF RESTRICTIONS 
ON THE SALE OF LETHAL MILI-
TARY EQUIPMENT TO THE GOV-
ERNMENT OF VIETNAM 
Mr. MCCAIN (for himself, Mr. LEAHY, 

Mr. CORKER, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, and Mr. 
CARDIN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 567 
Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate 

that— 
(1) Vietnam is an important emerging part-

ner with which the United States increas-
ingly shares strategic and economic inter-
ests, including improving bilateral and mul-
tilateral capacity for humanitarian assist-
ance and disaster relief, upholding the prin-
ciples of freedom of navigation and peaceful 
resolution of international disputes, 
strengthening an open regional trading 
order, and maintaining a favorable balance 
of power in the Asia-Pacific region; 

(2) the Government of Vietnam has re-
cently taken modest but encouraging steps 
to improve its human rights record, includ-
ing signing the United Nations Convention 
Against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or 
Degrading Treatment or Punishment, adopt-
ed by the United Nations General Assembly 
December 10, 1984, increasing registrations 
for places of worship, taking greater action 
to combat human trafficking, reviewing the 
Criminal Code, and beginning high-level en-
gagement with the United States and inter-
national human rights nongovernmental or-
ganizations; 
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